DEADLOCK
The formal leave taking in Spanish followed, and lasted half an hour, Charles assuring the Princess that he would give the Catholics his full protection, taking especial care that they should no longer be persecuted.
There was an exchange of rich gifts and jewels on all sides, and, in spite of his dissatisfaction and general unpopularity, Buckingham gave suits of apparel and two beautiful diamond crosses to two of Olivares' servants.
On Saturday, August soth, the whole court came to the Palace of the Escurial, whose wonders were displayed to the English visitors. They could not but admire the beauty of its spacious halls, its wonderful library, its secluded gardens and cloistered walks. Indeed, many of the English nobles were afterwards heard to remark that it deserved the title of the 'Eighth Wonder of the World'. Anxious to feast the Prince royally to the very end, the King had arranged many masques for his entertainment and far into the night the strains of music were heard in the gaily illumined gardens of the Escurial.
The formal leave taking of Charles and the King of Spain took place in a little field near the Escurial, and a pillar was later erected to commemorate the spot.1 The farewell was accompanied by the most affectionate demonstrations on all sides, but Buckingham was not present at these ceremonials. Indeed, a few hours earlier, he had had but a stormy parting with Olivares. It was ever Buckingham's custom to hit straight from the shoulder and declare to his enemy the full extent of his displeasure. Never do we find him professing fair intentions whilst directing an underhand blow. On this occasion he told Olivares that he was obliged to the King, Queen and the Infanta in an eternal tie of gratitude, and that he would be an everlasting servant to them
1 'The joyful return of the most illustrious Prince Charles from the Court of Spain.' Trans, from a pamphlet in Spanish by Andrea de Mendoza. Printed in NICHOLS, Progresses of James I, m, p. 907.
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